Ascitic fluid cytologic features of a malignant mixed mesodermal tumor of the ovary.
A case of malignant mixed mesodermal tumor of the ovary in a postmenopausal patient presenting with abdominal distension is reported. Cytologic examination of smears of the ascitic fluid showed the presence of adenocarcinomatous and sarcomatous cells (with some of the latter being giant cells) plus numerous unidentifiable cells that bore some resemblance to either mesothelial cells or macrophages. Electron microscopic studies showed a clear differentiation of the adenocarcinomatous and sarcomatous cells from positively identified mesothelial cells and macrophages also present in the ascitic specimen, indicating that the unidentified cells in fact originated in the adenocarcinoma (endometrioid carcinoma), chondrosarcoma and unclassified sarcoma found in the surgical specimen. The differential diagnostic cytomorphologic and electron microscopic features are described in detail.